EPISTLE
HEBREWS 12:28-13:8

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which
cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.
29 For our God is a consuming fire. 1 Let brotherly
love continue. 2 Do not forget to entertain strangers,
for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained
angels. 3 Remember the prisoners as if chained with
them – those who are mistreated – since you
yourselves are in the body also.
4 Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed
undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will
judge. 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be
content with such things as you have. For He Himself
has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So
we may boldly say: “The LORD is my helper; I will not
fear. What can man do to me?” 7 Remember those
who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God
to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of
their conduct.
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and
forever.

Lazarus Saturday
Visible triumphs are few in the earthly life of our Lord Jesus
Christ. He preached a kingdom “not of this world.” At His
nativity in the flesh there was “no room at the inn.” For nearly
thirty years, while He grew “in wisdom and in stature, and in
favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52), He lived in obscurity as
“the son of Mary.” When He appeared from Nazareth to begin
His public ministry, one of the first to hear of Him asked: “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). In the end
He was crucified between two thieves and laid to rest in the
tomb of another man.
Two brief days stand out as sharp exceptions to the above—
days of clearly observable triumph. These days are known in
the Church today as Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday.
Together they form a unified liturgical cycle which serves as
the passage from the forty days of Great Lent to Holy Week.
They are the unique and paradoxical days before the Lord’s
Passion. They are days of visible, earthly triumph, of
resurrectional and messianic joy in which Christ Himself is a
deliberate and active participant. At the same time they are
days which point beyond themselves to an ultimate victory
and final kingship which Christ will attain not by raising one
dead man or entering a particular city, but by His own
imminent suffering, death and resurrection.

PROKEIMENON
Prokeimenon - Tone 3
The Lord is my Light and my Savior! Whom
shall I fear?

PROKEIMENON
Prokeimenon - Tone 1
My mouth shall speak wisdom, the meditation
of my heart shall be understanding.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
This week is Holy Week where we journey with Christ through his
passion, suffering, death and burial. And finally, on Pascha we
celebrate his glorious resurrection! Please attend as much church as
you reasonably can to truly participate in the events that happened
for us and for our salvation.
After the Paschal Vigil in the middle of the night we are having a
potluck and lamb dinner. The lamb is provided but please sign up to
bring some other food item!
THANK YOU to St. George Episcopal Church for graciously allowing
us to use their facility!
The Holiday Inn in Minot has a special rate of $69 a night available for
people in town to attend Orthodox Church Services at St. Peter's.
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The Raising of Lazarus

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
April 2 Holy Monday
Bridegroom Matins 6:30p
April 3 Holy Tuesday
Bridegroom Matins 6:30p
April 4 Holy Wednesday
Holy Unction 6:30p
April 5 Holy Thursday
Vespers and Liturgy of St Basil 10:00a
Reading of the 12 Gospels 6:30p
April 6 Holy Friday
Vespers 4 pm
Lamentations 7 pm
April 7 Holy Saturday
Vespers and Liturgy of St Basil 11:00 am
April 8 PASCHA
Vigil begins at 11:30 pm Saturday night!
AGAPI Service Paschal Vespers 12 noon
WELCOME
We are delighted to have visitors worship with us, and we pray that you
will be blessed in your time with us! Regarding participation in the Lord's
Supper, Holy Communion is treated with the utmost respect and
reverence in the Orthodox Church, and it is the rule that only practicing
Orthodox Christians may receive it. Our non-Orthodox guests are
welcome, however, to participate with us in any other way they may
desire, and are welcome to join us in venerating the Cross and receiving
blessed bread at the conclusion of the DivineLiturgy.

TROPARION
Troparion - Tone 1
By raising Lazarus from the dead before Your
passion, / You did confirm the universal
Resurrection, O Christ God! / Like the children with
the palms of victory, / We cry out to You, O
Vanquisher of death; / Hosanna in the Highest! /
Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord!

TROPARION
Troparion - Tone 4
O Holy Father Innocent, in obedience to the will of
God, thou didst accept dangers and tribulations,
bringing many peoples to the knowledge of
truth.Thou didst show us the way; now by thy
prayers help lead us//
into the Kingdom of Heaven!

KONTAKION
Kontakion - Tone 2
Thy life, holy Father Innocent, Apostle to our land,
proclaims the dispensation and grace of God!
For, laboring in dangers and hardships for the
Gospel of Christ, thou wast kept unharmed and
exalted in humility.//Pray that He may guide our
steps in the way we should go!

KONTAKION
Kontakion - Tone 1
Christ, the Joy, the Truth, and the Light of all, the
Life of the World, and the Resurrection has
appeared in His goodness to those on earth.
He has become the Image of our Resurrection,//
granting divine forgiveness to all.

GOSPEL
JOHN 11:1-45
1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with
fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. 3 Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he
whom You love is sick.” 4 When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God
may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two
more days in the place where He was. 7 Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”8 The disciples said to Him,
“Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone You, and are You going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If
anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.10 But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because
the light is not in him.” 11 These things He said, and after that He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him
up.”12 Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he sleeps he will get well.” 13 However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was
speaking about taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not
there, that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him.” 16 Then Thomas, who is called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also
go, that we may die with Him.” 17 So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was
near Jerusalem, about two miles away. 19 And many of the Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary, to comfort them
concerning their brother. 20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but Mary was sitting in the
house. 21 Now Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” 22 But even now I know that whatever
You ask of God, God will give You. 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again
in the resurrection at the last day.”25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he
shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You
are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 28 And when she had said these things, she went her way and secretly called
Mary her sister, saying, “The Teacher has come and is calling for you.” 29 As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly and came to Him.
30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the town, but was in the place where Martha met Him. 31 Then the Jews who were with her in the
house, and comforting her, when they saw that Mary rose up quickly and went out, followed her, saying, “She is going to the tomb to weep
there.” 32 Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my
brother would not have died.” 33 Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the
spirit and was troubled. 34 And He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the
Jews said, “See how He loved him!” 37 And some of them said, “Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also have kept this
man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said,
“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, “Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four
days.”40J esus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?” 41 Then they took away the
stone from the place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.
42 And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent Me.”
43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” 44 And he who had died came out bound hand
and foot with grave clothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.” 45 Then many of the
Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, believed in Him.

