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Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS
House Blessing!
If you would like your house blessed, please add your
name to the House Blessing List which will be
downstairs.

February 3, 2019

Father Stacey Richter
Cell: 330-312-6234 email: srichte4@ashland.edu

34th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

36th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — . Afterfeast of the Meeting. Holy and Righteous

Wednesday February 6

Simeon the God-receiver and Anna the Prophetess. Rt. Blv. Prince Roman of Uglich
(1285). Prophet Azariah (2 Chronicles 15th-10th c. B.C.). Martyrs Papias, Diodorus and

6:30 pm Bible Study

Claudianus, at Perge in Pamphylia (250). Martyrs Adrian and Eubulus, at Cæsarea in Cap-

Saturday February 9

padocia (ca. 308-309). Martyr Blaise of Cæsarea in Cappadocia (ca. 308-309).

Vespers 5:00 pm
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Our Parish Annual Meeting will take place Sunday
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THANK YOU

http://www.stpeterorthodoxminot.org
12

We are delighted to have visitors worship with us, and we pray that you will be blessed in
your time with us! Regarding participation in the Lord's Supper, Holy Communion is treated with the utmost respect and reverence in the Orthodox Church, and it is the rule that
only practicing Orthodox Christians may receive it. Our non-Orthodox guests are welcome, however, to participate with us in any other way they may desire, and are welcome to join us in venerating the Cross and receiving blessed bread at the conclusion of
the Divine Liturgy.
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HEBREWS 13:7-17

A Christian's desire for the Truth, the
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7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you.
Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.

Word of God, must be avid. A
believer

8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
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11 The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most
Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned outside
the camp.

give

the

highest

priority in his life to learning Bible
facts and principles. There are many

9 Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is
good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by eating
ceremonial foods, which is of no benefit to those who do so.
10 We have an altar from which those who minister at the
tabernacle have no right to eat.

must

examples in the Bible of the great
effort made by people of God to obtain truth.

John 14:6 "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life;
no man cometh unto the Father but by me."

BIBLE STUDY
We are studying St. Paul's letter to the

(
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12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the
people holy through his own blood.

Romans. Bring your Bible! The epistle

13 Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace
he bore.

one of the most important books ever

of St. Paul to the Romans is arguably
written. We have no better systematic explanation of
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the gospel of Jesus Christ. It has also intensely

14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking
for the city that is to come.

influenced Church History. It was through studying

A

Romans that Martin Luther rediscovered the Gospel,

S

15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a
sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his name.

which the medieval Catholic Church had largely lost.

16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for
with such sacrifices God is pleased.

recent history, Karl Barth's commentary on Romans is

This sparked the Protestant Reformation. Even in more

T

regarded as one of the most influential theological

)

17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority,
because they keep watch over you as those who must give an
account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for
that would be of no benefit to you.
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works of the twentieth century. Never old, the epistle
to the Romans is a spiritual and theological gold
mine!
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17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible,
to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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When Saint Simeon beheld their arrival, the Holy Spirit revealed to him that the divine Child held by the All-Pure Virgin
Mary was the Promised Messiah, the Savior of the world.
The Elder took the Child in his arms and said, “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou
hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke
2:29-32).
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From this day, Saint Simeon lived in expectation of the Promised Messiah. One day, the righteous Elder received a revelation from the Holy Spirit, and came to the Temple. It was on
the very day (the fortieth after the Birth of Christ) when the All
-Pure Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph had come to the Temple
in order to perform the ritual prescribed by Jewish Law.

16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy,
that in me first Jesus Christ might show all
longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are
going to believe on Him for everlasting life.

I

Saint Simeon was translating a book of the Prophet Isaiah,
and read the words: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive in the
womb, and shall bring forth a Son” (Is 7:14). He thought that
“virgin” was inaccurate, and he wanted to correct the text to
read “woman.” At that moment an angel appeared to him and
held back his hand saying, “You shall see these words fulfilled. You shall not die until you behold Christ the Lord born
of a pure and spotless Virgin.”

15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.
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Ancient historians tell us that the Egyptian pharaoh Ptolemy
II Philadelphus (285-247 B.C.) wished to include texts of Holy
Scripture in the famous Library at Alexandria. He invited
scholars from Jerusalem, and the Sanhedrin sent their wise
men. The Righteous Simeon was one of the seventy scholars
who came to Alexandria to translate the Holy Scriptures into
Greek. The completed work was called “The Septuagint,” and
is the version of the Old Testament used by the Orthodox
Church.

1 TIMOTHY 1:15-17

E

HOLY, RIGHTEOUS SIME ON THE GOD-RECEIVER

Righteous Simeon the God-Receiver was,
according to the testimony of the holy Evangelist Luke, a just and devout man waiting
for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit was upon him (Luke 2:25). God promised him that he would not die until the
promised Messiah, Christ the Lord, came
into the world.

On this first day of the Afterfeast of the Meeting of the
Lord, the Church commemorates the righteous Simeon
and Anna the prophetess.
The following words are ascribed to Christ in Ode 9 of the Canon: “I
am not held by the Elder; it is I Who hold
him, for he asks Me for forgiveness.”
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22 When the time came for the purification rites required by
the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord

In the icon of the Feast she holds a scroll which reads: “This Child has
established Heaven and earth.”

S

23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn
male is to be consecrated to the Lord”[a]),

P
24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the
Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”[b]
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25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who
was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him.

Before Christ was born, righteous men and women lived by faith in
the promised Messiah, and awaited His coming. The Righteous Simeon and the Prophetess Anna, the last righteous people of the Old
Testament, were deemed worthy to meet the Savior in the Temple.
The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord is among the most ancient
feasts of the Christian Church. We have sermons on the Feast by
the holy bishops Methodius of Patara (+ 312), Cyril of Jerusalem (+
360), Gregory the Theologian (+ 389), Amphilocius of Iconium (+
394), Gregory of Nyssa (+ 400), and John Chrysostom (+ 407). Despite its early origin, this Feast was not celebrated so splendidly
until the sixth century.

(

Before Christ was born, righteous men and women lived by faith in
the promised Messiah, and awaited His coming. The Righteous Simeon and the Prophetess Anna, the last righteous people of the Old
Testament, were deemed worthy to meet the Savior in the Temple.

26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.
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Church hymnographers have adorned this Feast with their hymns:
Saint Andrew of Crete in the seventh century; Saint Cosmas Bishop
of Maium, Saint John of Damascus, and Saint Germanus Patriarch
of Constantinople in the eighth century; and Saint Joseph, Archbishop of Thessalonica in the ninth century.

27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts.
When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him
what the custom of the Law required,
28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:
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On this day we also commemorate the icon of the Most Holy Theotokos known as “the Softening of Evil Hearts” or “Simeon’s Prophecy.” The Mother of God is depicted without Her Child, with seven
swords piercing her breast: three from the left side, three from the
right, and one from below.
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29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
you may now dismiss[c] your servant in peace.
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all
nations:
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of your people Israel.”

A similar icon, “Of the Seven Swords” (August 13) shows three
swords on the left side and four from the right.

)

The icon “Simeon’s Prophecy” symbolizes the fulfillment of the
prophecy of the righteous Elder Simeon: “a sword shall pierce
through your own soul” (Luke 2:35).
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THE MEETING OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE

G

LUKE 2:22-40

9

“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against,

35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a

E

sword will pierce your own soul too.”

L
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of
the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her

(

husband seven years after her marriage,
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37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four.[d] She never
left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and

E

praying.

A
38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to
God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward

S

to the redemption of Jerusalem.

T
39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the
Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of

)
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34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother:

P

At the Temple was the 84-year-old widow Anna the Prophetess,
daughter of Phanuel (February 3), “who did not leave the temple,
but served God with fasting and prayers night and day. She arrived
just when Saint Simeon met the divine Child. She also gave thanks
to the Lord and spoke of Him to all those who were looking for redemption in Jerusalem” (Luke 2:37-38).

about him.

S

The God-Receiver Simeon took the divine Child in his arms, and
giving thanks to God, he spoke the words repeated by the Church
each evening at Vespers: “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32). Saint Simeon said to the Most Holy Virgin:
“Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken against. Yea, a sword shall
pierce through your own soul also, that the thoughts of many
hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35).

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said

O

At this time the righteous Elder Simeon (February 3) was living in
Jerusalem. It had been revealed to him that he would not die until
he should behold the promised Messiah. By inspiration from
above, Saint Simeon went to the Temple at the very moment when
the Most Holy Theotokos and Saint Joseph had brought the Infant
Jesus to fulfill the Law.

LUKE 2:22-40 (CON’T)
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THE MEETING OF OUR L ORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE

Today the Church commemorates an important
event in the earthly life of our Lord Jesus Christ (Luke
2:22-40). Forty days after His birth the God-Infant
was taken to the Jerusalem Temple, the center of
the nation’s religious life. According to the Law of
Moses (Lev. 12:2-8), a woman who gave birth to a
male child was forbidden to enter the Temple of God
for forty days. At the end of this time the mother came to the Temple with the child, to offer a young lamb or pigeon to the Lord as a
purification sacrifice. The Most Holy Virgin, the Mother of God, had
no need of purification, since she had given birth to the Source of
purity and sanctity without defilement. However, she humbly fulfilled the requirements of the Law.

Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong; he was
filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.
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MATTHEW 15:21-28
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urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.”

24 But He answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost

N
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25 Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!”

26 But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the
children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.”
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23 But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and
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David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed.”

sheep of the house of Israel.”

TONE 1
By Your nativity, You did sanctify the Virgin’s womb, /
And did bless Simeon’s hands, O Christ God. / Now You
have come and saved us through love. / Grant peace to
all Orthodox Christians, O only Lover of man!

K

cried out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of
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22 And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and

S

K

of Tyre and Sidon.

O

TONE 4
Simeon the Elder is filled with joy today, / receiving into his
arms the Eternal God as an infant. / Begging to be released
from the bonds of the flesh he cries: / “My eyes have seen the
salvation, / which You have prepared for all the nations to see!”

21 Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region

G

TONE 1
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace! / From you
shone the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God. / Enlightening those who sat in darkness! / Rejoice, and be glad, O
righteous elder; / You accepted in your arms the Redeemer of our souls, / Who grants us the Resurrection.

27 And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the
crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.”

TONE 3
Let the godly pair be praised together: / Simeon the
Righteous and Anna the Prophetess, well-pleasing to
God. / They became witnesses of the Incarnate Lord /
when they saw Him as an infant; / together they worshipped Him.

28 Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, great is
your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was
healed from that very hour.
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